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acquiring  it  more  and  more  as  time  goes  on, 
and  they  can  use  it  for  accomplishing  far 
more  widespread  results  than  those  of  his 
miracles.  Jesus  picked  up  the  victims  as 
they  "were  falling  broken  from  the  wheel  of 
oppression,  but  we,  by  means  of  the  fran- 
chises that  are  now  come,  and  are  more  and 
more  coming  unto  Christian  people,  may 
stop  the  wheel  itself.  One  of  the  Lord 
Provosts  of  this  very  city  once  said  to  me 
that  more  than  the  half  of  the  men  he  was 
presiding  over  at  this  time  at  the  Council 
Table  had  learned  to  speak  at  young  men’s 
sabbath  morning  fellowship  associations, 
and  foundry  boys’  forenoon  meetings.  In 
these  religious  meetings  and  services  they 
had  fitted  themselves  for  taking  a creditable 
part  in  public  life,  and  they  had  been  con- 
vinced that  in  the  town  council  they  could 
serve  the  same  divine  Master  as  they  had 
served  in  this  more  directly  religious  way. 
The  town  council,  and  the  parish  council. 


and  the  school  board,  and  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament may  be  levers  with  which  vast  ob- 
stacles to  the  progress  of  the  kingdom  of 
God  may  be  roiled  away,  and  they  may  be 
made  into  tools  by  which  the  kingdom  of 
God  will  be  built  up  in  our  land.  This  was 
the  ideal  of  the  Puritan,  the  ruling  of  Eng- 
land by  the  God-fearing  men  of  England; 
that  was  true  national  religion.  These  tools 
can  be  wielded  by  all  who  take  an  intelligent 
and  conscientious  and  effective  part  in  put- 
ting into  such  positions  as  I have  named,  and 
other  positions  of  trust,  men  and  women 
who  are  filled  with  the  love  of  God  and  the 
love  of  man,  and  who  want  to  spend  their 
time  and  strength  and  means  for  bettering  the 
conditions  of  their  fellow  creatures.  And  it 
will  only  be  when  this  kind  of  evangelism 
spreads  and  gets  hold  of  religious  people,  this 
manly,  public-spirited  kind  of  evangelism, 
that  humanity  may  lift  up  its  eyes,  for  the 
day  of  its  redemption  is  drawing  nigh. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN* 

James  W.  Lee,  D.D.,  Atlanta,  Georgia 


All  things  work  together  for  good,  to  them  who 

love  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  according 

to  his  purpose. — Romans  13  : 28. 

In  his  essay  on  German  literature,  Thomas 
Carlyle  declares  that  ‘‘There  is  a divine 
idea  pervading  the  visible  universe;  which 
visible  universe  is  indeed  but  its  symbol 
and  sensible  manifestation,  having  in  itself 
no  meaning,  or  even  true  existence,  inde- 
pendent of  it.  To  the  mass  of  men,  this 
divine  idea  lies  hidden;  yet  to  discern  it  and 
seize  it  and  live  wholly  in  it  is  the  condition 
of  all  genuine  virtue,  knowledge,  freedom, 
and  the  end,  therefore,  of  all  spiritual  effort 
in  every  age.” 

This  is  the  interpretation  given  by  a master 
in  literature  of  the  words  of  the  text.  The 
machinery  of  the  universe  works  for  good 
to  all  those  who  discern  and  seize  and  wholly 
live  in  the  divine  idea  at  the  heart  of  things. 
Here  we  have  a principle  by  which  to  account 
for  the  continuous  activity  and  influence  of 
every  great  man  in  history.  The  universal 
order  publishes  forever  larger  and  larger 
editions  of  the  men  who  discern  and  seize 
and  wholly  live  in  the  divine  idea  history 


is  gradually  unfolding.  Because  of  this, 
newly  bound  copies  of  Abraham,  and  Moses, 
and  Isaiah,  and  Paul,  are  issued  by  the 
wheel- work  of  the  centuries,  for  the  readers 
of  every  passing  age.  Those  who  are  the 
called  according  to  his  purpose  are  such  as 
yield  to  the  pressure  of  the  eternal  intention 
of  the  Almighty  and  expend  their  spiritual 
efforts  in  the  direction  it  urges. 

The  contemporaries  of  a distinguished 
man  can  not  know  the  place  he  is  to  take 
in  history.  They  are  too  close  to  him  to 
see  all  there  is  of  him,  if  he  be  really 
great,  and  too  near  to  quite  measure  his 
diminutiveness,  if  his  prominence  be  due 
to  the  accidents  of  external  estate,  or  offi- 
cial position.  A time-exposure  of  nearly 
eight  centuries  was  required  for  Sabatier 
to  get  the  picture  he  took  of  Saint  Francis 
and  published  in  his  “ Life  of  St.  Francis  of 
Assisi.” 

The  clods  that  fall  upon  their  graves  close 
the  careers  of  the  rank  and  file  of  men. 
It  is  only  now  and  then  that  one  of  our 
race  appears  on  the  planet  with  wealth 
of  being  stored  in  his  soul,  too  great  to  be 


* Memorial  sermon  delivered  at  Trinity  M.  E.  Church,  South,  on  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of 
t he  birth  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  before  the  soldiers  of  the  G.A.R.  and  the  Confederate  Veterans. 
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locked  inside  a tomb,  who  lives  again,  not 
only  in  eternity,  but  throughout  all  time; 

“ In  minds  made  better  by  their  presence,  live 
In  pulses  stirred  to  generosity. 

In  deeds  of  daring  rectitude,  in  scorn 
Of  miserable  aims  that  end  with  self. 

In  thoughts  sublime  that  pierce  the  night 
like  stars. 

And  with  their  mild  persistence  urge  man’s 
search 

To  vaster  issues.” 

Such  a man  was  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Lincoln  belonged  to  that  class  of  men  who 
learn  in  consecrated  service  the  secret  of  the 
resurrection,  and  who  discovered  and  prac- 
tised the  method  of  finding  themselves,  for 
this  world  and  the  next,  by  losing  them- 
selves, before  they  cease  to  breathe.  Lin- 
coln did  not  wait  for  the  judgment  trump  of 
the  last  day  to  call  him  from  the  dead. 
WTiile  alive  in  the  flesh,  he  conformed  to  eter- 
nal principles,  and  by  them  was  transformed 
into  an  incorruptible  citizen  of  all  the  ages. 

Not  by  any  process  of  analysis  can  one 
determine  the  particular  gift,  or  power  of 
accomplishment  in  Lincoln  that  won  for  him 
the  favor  of  the  years.  It  is  well  known 
that  time  can  neither  be  flattered  nor 
bribed.  Not  without  good  reason  are  favors 
shown  this  mortal  or  that  by  the  fearless 
order  of  the  flying  suns.  When  the  centuries 
are  found  conspiring  to  augment  the  worth 
and  fame  of  a man,  it  may  be  known  ab- 
solutely that  he  was  of  value,  beyond  the 
capacity  of  the  time  in  which  he  lived  to 
express.  It  is  the  habit  of  the  universe, 
always  and  everywhere,  to  mete  out  to  every 
one  exact  justice.  When,  therefore,  we 
see  the  investment  a person  makes  of  him- 
self in  his  own  age  constantly  drawing  large 
instalments  of  interest  in  succeeding  times, 
we  may  know  that  he  failed  to  get  all  that 
was  due  him  while  he  lived.  The  contem- 
poraries of  Bruno  did  not  appreciate  him 
sufficiently  to  grant  him  standing-room 
during  his  natural  life.  They  burnt  him  on 
the  Campo  dei  Flori,  in  the  city  of  Rome. 
But  in  four  hundred  years,  the  life  capital 
he  left  had  so  increased  in  value,  that  his 
countrymen  found  the  amount  large  enough 
to  build  him  a monument  wLich  now  stands 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  spot  from  which 
he  started  to  heaven  in  a chariot  of  flame 
four  centuries  ago. 

Abraham  Lincoln  has  grown  more  during 
the  years  that  have  elapsed  since  he  was 
assassinated  than  any  other  man  of  all  his- 


tory ever  did  in  a half-centmy  after  his  death. 
It  took  four  hundred  years,  in  the  case  of 
Bruno,  to  convert  his  pyre  into  his  monu- 
ment, but  it  has  taken  only  fifty  years,  in 
the  case  of  Lincoln,  to  convert  the  bullet 
of  his  assassin  into  many  shafts  of  marble, 
and  into  as  many  monuments  of  affection 
as  there  are  hearts  beating  in  the  breasts  of 
civilized  human  beings. 

How  are  we  to  account  for  this  subtle, 
intangible,  growing,  personal  reality,  rising 
round  us  like  an  atmosphere  we  represent 
to  ourselves  by  the  name  of  Lincoln?  It 
was  not  his  statesmanship;  Hamilton  was 
a more  brilliant  master  of  the  structure  and 
functions  of  government.  It  was  not  his 
oratory;  he  never  reached  the  level  of  mag- 
netic speech  perpetually  maintained  by 
Webster.  It  was  not  simply  his  gift  of 
boundless  common  sense;  in  this  respect 
Benjamin  Franklin  was  his  equal.  It  was 
not  his  devotion  to  the  cause  of  abolition, 
simply;  Wendell  Phillips  and  William  Lloyd 
Garrison  did  more  to  create  and  direct  the 
moral  conviction  that  gave  to  the  slaves 
their  freedom.  It  was  not  merely  because 
he  was  the  chief  executive  of  the  republic 
during  the  stormiest  period  of  the  national 
history,  and  managed  to  conduct  it  through 
the  most  terrific  civil  war  ever  waged.  There 
were  others  who  might  have  guided  the  ship 
of  state  through  the  storms  that  imperiled 
its  existence.  We  must  look  deeper  than 
his  words,  deeper  than  his  deeds,  deeper 
than  the  official  position  he  held  to  find  the 
source  of  Lincoln. 

In  the  words  of  the  text,  “all  things  work 
together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,” 
and  in  the  interpretation  of  these  w’^ords  by 
Carlyle,  we  find  the  principle,  by  the  aid  of 
which  we  can  account  for  Lincoln,  and  for 
every  other  man  whose  name  the  passing 
ages  can  not  blot  from  the  memory  of  our 
race.  Whoever,  in  any  age,  discerns  and 
seizes  and  wholly  lives  in  the  divine  idea 
history  is  unfolding,  insures  the  publication 
of  himself  in  larger  and  larger  volumes,  with 
every  clearer  and  completer  expression  of 
that  idea. 

Plato  discerned  and  seized  and  wholly 
lived  in  the  divine  idea  it  is  the  function  of 
philosophy  to  interpret,  hence  speculativ'^e 
thinkers  for  twenty-five  centuries  have  kept 
his  work  fresh  in  the  memory  of  thoughtful 
men.  Copernicus  wholly  lived  in  the  divine 
idea  exprest  in  the  constellations,  hence- 
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forth  the  morning  stars  can  never  sing  to- 
gether without  magnifying  the  glory  of  his 
genius.  Darwin,  born  the  same  year,  the 
same  month,  and  the  same  day  with  Lincoln, 
identified  himself  wholly  with  the  divine 
idea  exprest  in  the  method  of  creation,  hence 
all  nature,  through  its  flowers  and  through 
its  birds,  will  never  cease  to  fill  the  sky  with 
perfume  and  beauty  in  honor  of  his  achieve- 
ments. The  divine  idea  Lincoln  wholly  lived 
in  was  not  the  intellectual  aspects  of  it  with 
which  speculative  thought  is  concerned; 
nor  the  biological  aspects  of  it,  with  which 
naturalists  are  concerned;  nor  the  me- 
chanical aspect  of  it,  with  which  astron- 
omers are  concerned;  but  it  was  the  dis- 
tinctly human  aspects  of  it,  with  which 
lovers  and  martyrs  and  heroes  are  con- 
cerned. The  universities  will  guard  the 
fortunes  of  Plato,  the  observatories  will 
keep  fresh  the  memory  of  Copernicus,  the 
naturalists  will  take  care  of  the  interests 
of  Darwin;  but  humanity,  aching,  struggling, 
suffering,  despairing,  triumphing,  will  re- 
count to  itself,  over  and  over  again,  until  the 
last  page  of  hiunan  history  is  WTitten,  the 
courage,  the  patience,  the  pity,  and  the 
sacrifice  of  Lincoln.  The  poor  belated 
negroes,  slaves  to  petty  kings  in  Africa, 
slaves  to  human  masters  in  America,  but 
nevertheless  slaves,  until  Lincoln,  by  a 
stroke  of  the  pen,  knocked  the  shackles  from 
off  their  limbs,  wall  never  cease,  in  time  or 
eternity,  to  lift  their  dark  faces  in  gratitude 
to  him,  as  to  their  savior  from  bondage. 

Soldiers  in  blue  and  soldiers  in  gray,  more 
of  whom  now  march  amid  the  hills  of  day 
than  drag  their  w^'eary  feet  over  the  scenes 
of  conflict,  are  able  to  see  by  the  light  of  a 
larger,  sweeter  time,  territory  sufficient  in 
the  heart  of  Lincoln  for  all  brave  men  to 
stand  and  love,  and  the  armies  of  Grant, 
and  the  armies  of  Lee,  now,  thank  God, 
united  on  earth,  and  united  in  heaven,  will 
both  regard  the  martyred  President  as  their 
commander-in-chief  to  all  eternity.  The 
sections  have  learned  in  fifty  years  that  it  is 
better  to  convert  their  energies  into  the  fly- 
ing shuttles  of  commerce  to  weave  the  people 
together,  than  it  is  to  turn  them  into  minie 
balls  to  shoot  the  people  apart.  No  man’s 
future  is  safer  for  the  time  to  come  than  that 
of  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  wholly  lived  in 
the  divine  idea  at  the  bottom  of  the  American 
Union,  He  identified  himself  with  the  cen- 
tral current  of  our  national  life.  We  can 


not  move  tow’ard  the  fulfilment  of  our  des- 
tiny as  a people  without  perpetually  witness- 
ing the  spirit  of  Lincoln,  accompanying  us 
like  a pillar  of  cloud  by  day  and  a pillar  of 
fire  by  night.  The  greater  we  become  as  a 
power  among  the  nations,  the  wdder  becomes 
the  scope  of  our  commerce,  the  stronger  be- 
comes our  influence  for  unity,  world- wide 
and  universal,  the  greater  and  wider  and 
stronger  will  become  Lincoln,  who  sought 
in  his  life  to  harmonize  a divided  people, 
and  dying,  left  a legacy  of  sympathy  and 
tenderness  and  sacrifice,  which  by  its  '^mild 
persistence”  has  reunited  forever,  in  the 
bonds  of  undying  love,  the  members  of  the 
national  household. 

It  would  not  be  true  to  say  that  Lincoln 
was  superior  in  this  or  that  respect  to  all 
other  men  who  lived  in  our  country  between 
the  years  of  1809  and  1865.  But  it  is  true 
that  he,  more  than  any  other  charged  with 
the  responsibility  of  national  affairs,  did  dis- 
cern and  seize  and  wholly  live  in  the  divine 
idea  it  seems  to  be  the  purpose  of  Providence 
to  realize  through  these  United  States.  It 
was  his  complete  conformity  to  the  central 
purpose  of  this  nation,  as  he  had  light  to 
see  it,  that  gives  him  his  unique  and  growing 
place  in  history. 

The  man  for  whose  good  the  machinery 
of  the  universe  works  and  whose  lives  it 
republishes  with  every  revolution  of  its 
wheel-work,  are  not  always  the  strongest 
men  in  intellectual  endowment  or  adminis- 
trative ability.  Nero  had,  perhaps,  as  much 
as  or  more  native  ability  than  Paul,  but 
Nero  threw  himself  across  the  purpose  of 
God,  and  was  ground  to  powder  by  it,  while 
Paul  directed  his  life  parallel  with  it,  and 
hence  lives  in  larger  and  larger  measure  with 
the  gradual  unfolding  of  the  divine  purpose, 
Napoleon  was  a much  greater  force  than 
Wellington,  but  Napoleon  was  left  discom- 
fited and  broken  by  the  roadway  of  events, 
while  Wellington  was  chosen  to  move  on 
down  the  years  at  the  head  of  his  invincible 
columns.  Herbert  Spencer  had  intellectual 
ability  equal  to  that  of  Hegel,  but  the  Eng- 
lish thinker  built  his  system  across  the  track 
of  advancing  thought,  and  had  the  sorrow 
of  seeing  it  smashed  by  the  enginery  of  things, 
before  he  died;  while  the  German  thinker, 
lifting  up  his  system  parallel  with  the  uni- 
versal order,  and  hitched  to  the  purpose  at 
its  center,  will  enjoy  the  happiness  of  per- 
petually teaching  the  human  mind. 


